CLINTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
CLINTON, CONNECTICUT

ENRICHMENT PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY
The Enrichment Program provides intellectually gifted learners with a supportive and challenging educational environment within the general education classroom. It strives to meet the needs of the students who exhibit superior academic ability and outstanding intellectual potential.  The program ensures that identified students are challenged by differentiated learning activities.  The focus of the program is on the development of students’ critical and creative thinking skills and cultivating a desire for academic excellence.

INDICATORS FOR TEACHER OBSERVATION OF GIFTEDNESS
The following is a compilation of possible characteristics of gifted children drawn from sources such as the National Association of Gifted Children.  
ABOVE AVERAGE COGNITIVE ABILITY

A gifted student. . .
· is an early, avid reader
· demonstrates an interest in academic knowledge
· demonstrates concerted attention in areas of interest

· learns rapidly and easily in one or a few specific academic areas 

· spends time beyond regular school assignments on projects of interest to him or her

· is able to extend learning from school courses to various situations 

· is able to show broad perspectives on one or more subject areas

· is able to judge own and others’ relative abilities in key areas of interest

· seeks assistance from others beyond his or her age peers to extend knowledge in areas of interest

CREATIVE THINKING AND PRODUCTION

A gifted student. . .
· is fluent in producing and elaborating on ideas

· makes unusual associations between remote ideas

· is flexible in thinking patterns

· acts spontaneously, intuitively

· tolerates ambiguity and uncertainty

· senses inconsistencies and discontinuities

· readily guesses and makes hypotheses

· juggles or redefines elements of a problem or task

· can show intense concentration on a task

· retains own ideas in a discussion or collaboration

· provides multiple solutions or responses to problems

· is uninhibited in expression, sometimes radical

· is intellectually playful, interested in fantasy, imagination

· always trying to adapt or improve things

· has a keen sense of humor, seeing humor in situations others don’t

· doesn’t accept authoritarian pronouncement without own judgment

· asks higher level questions,  sometimes challenging parents, teachers, written and other authorities

· displays energy for academic endeavors

· produces unexpected responses

· can show unusual degrees of originality, concentration and persistent work on projects that capture their interest and imagination

CHARACTERISTICS OF GIFTED STUDENTS:

TASK COMMITMENT

A gifted student. . .
· provides very alert, rapid answers to questions
· has a wide range of interests
· is venturesome, wanting to do new things
· displays leadership qualities
· applies self discipline
· is resourceful – solving problems by ingenious methods
· is creative with new ideas, seeing associations, pursuing innovations
· displays a great curiosity about objects, situations or events
· is involved with many exploratory type activities
· reveals originality in oral and written expression
· is perceptually open to his or her environment
· displays a willingness to accept complexity
· has the capacity to use knowledge and information other than to memorize
· shows superior judgment in evaluating things 
· attains good grades in most subjects
· learns rapidly, easily and efficiently
· retains and uses information which has been heard or read
· uses an expansive vocabulary
· asks many questions using higher level thinking skills
· has a power of abstraction, conceptualization and synthesis
· has an interest in cause-effect relationships
· has a power of concentration, an intense persistence
· has a high energy level

· enjoys completing tasks independently
WHAT MAKES GIFTEDNESS?
Students in the Clinton Schools in grades Kindergarten-12 who may be gifted and talented are identified, referred and evaluated using a specific identification process.  While identification is mandated under state law, programming is optional.  The Clinton Schools provides limited services including consultation and training to classroom teachers on effective instructional strategies for students identified as gifted. 
The definition of students requiring special education includes students identified as gifted and talented.  In the District this includes any exceptional child who has extraordinary learning ability or outstanding talent in the creative arts, the development of which requires programs or services beyond those ordinarily provided in the regular school programs but which may be provided under the special education “umbrella” as part of the public school program.

“Giftedness consists of a composite of three basic clusters of human traits – these clusters being above average general abilities, high levels of task commitment, and high levels of creativity.  Gifted and talented children are those capable of applying this composite set of traits to any and all areas of human performance.”





                 ~ Dr. Joseph Renzullli ~


“Extraordinary learning ability” means a child identified by the planning and placement as gifted and talented on the basis of either performance on relevant standardized measuring instruments, or demonstrated or potential achievement or intellectual creativity or both.  The term refers to the top five percent of students identified as gifted and talented within the district.

“Outstanding talent in the creative arts” means a child identified by the planning and placement team as gifted and talented on the basis of demonstrated or potential achievement in music, the visual arts or the performing arts.  The term refers to the top five percent of students identified as gifted and talented within the district.

Assessment/Identification Process for Academically Gifted Students

Kindergarten – Grade 2 Identification Process
1. In the spring of each year teachers and parents are asked by the Gifted Resource Teacher to nominate students who demonstrate extraordinary learning ability.

2. Teachers meet with the resource teacher to discuss the students’ strengths and review samples of work.

3. Teachers are provided with the district gifted nomination form. 

4. The nomination forms are reviewed by the Gifted Resource Teacher and the school psychologist.  If the student meets the initial criteria, (displaying exceptional attributes in a majority of the cognitive/academic areas on the nomination form) the referring teacher is asked to complete the Gifted and Talented Evaluation Scale (GATES).

5. The results of the GATES are reviewed by a building administrator, a school psychologist and the Gifted Resource Teacher.  If the student obtains scores that are predominately within the Highly Probable range for giftedness the student would be referred to a Planning and Placement Team (PPT) and considered for identification as intellectually gifted. 

6. Parents must be notified in writing when the student is referred to the PPT for consideration of identification as gifted and talented and, after the PPT has reviewed the assessment information, must be notified in writing if the student has met the criteria for eligibility as gifted or talented.  If the student meets the criteria as gifted, Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals and objectives will be developed and reviewed annually at the PPT meeting.

7. If the District recommends further evaluations and uses an individual assessment procedure (e.g., an individual intelligence test), certain procedural safeguards must be followed.  Individual assessment requires proper notice and informed consent.  Parents are notified that their child has been referred for evaluation and written consent for the evaluation must be obtained.  Parents are informed of the results of the evaluation and informed whether or not the child has been identified as gifted and talented. 

8. If group assessment procedures are used to identify gifted and talented students, consent to perform such assessments may not be required.  Group assessments (e.g. achievement tests) given to all students within a school district are nonspecific and, therefore, consent is not required. If a group of students are to be evaluated specifically to determine identification as gifted and talented, notice and consent are required.  

9. Parents have the right to review and inspect any educational records related to their child. This includes records related to the determination of a child’s identification as gifted and talented.

10. If at any time in the evaluation process the parents disagree with the decisions of the PPT, the parents have the right to challenge those decisions. For example, if the parents disagree with the District’s refusal to evaluate the child, the parents may request either a mediation or due process hearing to challenge this refusal. If the PPT determines that the child is neither gifted nor talented, the parents may challenge this determination by requesting either mediation or a hearing. Parents may request an independent educational evaluation to challenge the evaluations conducted by the District. 

11. Parents have the right to obtain an independent evaluation of their child, conducted by a certified person not employed by the Board of Education.  Parents have the right to an independent evaluation at public expense if they disagree with an evaluation obtained by the Board of Education.  “Public expense” means at no cost to parents. However, the Board of Education may initiate a due process hearing to show that the evaluation is appropriate.
12. The District is not required to provide programming for children identified as gifted and talented.  Instead, programming is optional.  Parents, then, can ask for educational services that accommodate the educational needs of their children, but the District is not required to provide such special education services.
Assessment/Identification Process for Academically Gifted Students

Procedures for Grades 3 – 8 
1. In the spring of each year school staff and parents are asked by the Gifted Resource Teacher to nominate students who demonstrate extraordinary learning ability.
2. Teachers are provided with the district gifted nomination form.

3. The nomination forms are reviewed by the Gifted Resource Teacher and school psychologist.  If the student meets the initial criteria (displaying exceptional attributes in a majority of the cognitive/academic areas on the nomination form), the referring teacher is asked to complete the Gifted and Talented Evaluation Scale (GATES).

4. The results of the GATES are reviewed by a building administrator, a school psychologist and the Gifted Resource Teacher.  If the student obtains scores that are predominantly within the Highly Probable range for giftedness the student would be referred to a Planning and Placement Team (PPT) and considered for identification as intellectually gifted.

5. Students at this level who would be considered for identification as intellectually gifted would have a minimum score of 130 on the Verbal, Nonverbal or Total scores on the Otis Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT) and advanced level in at least one category on the Connecticut Mastery Test (CMT).
6. If the student meets the criteria as listed above (#4,5) the student would be referred to the Planning and Placement Team (PPT) for consideration of identification as gifted and talented.  

7. Parents must be notified in writing when the student is referred to the PPT for consideration of identification as gifted and talented and, after the PPT has reviewed the assessment information, must be notified in writing if the student has met the criteria for eligibility as gifted or talented.  If the student meets the criteria as gifted, Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals and objectives will be developed and reviewed annually at the PPT meeting.

8. If the District recommends further evaluations and uses an individual assessment procedure (e.g., an individual intelligence test), certain procedural safeguards must be followed.  Individual assessment requires proper notice and informed consent.  Parents are notified that their child has been referred for evaluation and written consent for the evaluation must be obtained.  Parents are informed of the results of the evaluation and informed whether or not the child has been identified as gifted and talented. 
9. If group assessment procedures are used to identify gifted and talented students, consent to perform such assessments may not be required.  Group assessments (e.g. achievement tests) given to all students within a school district are nonspecific and, therefore, consent is not required. If a group of students are to be evaluated specifically to determine identification as gifted and talented, notice and consent are required.  

10. Parents have the right to review and inspect any educational records related to their child. This includes records related to the determination of a child’s identification as gifted and talented.
11. If at any time in the evaluation process the parents disagree with the decisions of the PPT, the parents have the right to challenge those decisions. For example, if the parents disagree with the District’s refusal to evaluate the child, the parents may request either a mediation or due process hearing to challenge this refusal. If the PPT determines that the child is neither gifted nor talented, the parents may challenge this determination by requesting either mediation or a hearing. Parents may request an independent educational evaluation to challenge the evaluations conducted by the District. 
12. Parents have the right to obtain an independent evaluation of their child, conducted by a certified person not employed by the Board of Education.  Parents have the right to an independent evaluation at public expense if they disagree with an evaluation obtained by the Board of Education.  “Public expense” means at no cost to parents. However, the Board of Education may initiate a due process hearing to show that the evaluation is appropriate.
13. The District is not required to provide programming for children identified as gifted and talented.  Instead, programming is optional.  Parents, then, can ask for educational services that accommodate the educational needs of their children, but the District is not required to provide such special education services. 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

NOMINATION FORM

Student:






Grade:



Teacher:






School:




Date:





CHECK ALL THAT APPLY:

Cognitive Ability



Creativity
___above average ability



___ has many new ideas
___strong abstract reasoning


___ originality in problem solving
___rapid, accurate retrieval of information

___ curious, speculative

___adapts to new learning situations

___ willing to take risks in learning

___capacity to sort out relevant 


___ sensitive to details

         information to solve a problem


___ likely to embellish ideas

___combines facts in unique ways

___acquires new information easily

Task Commitment



Other
___ strong enthusiasm towards a task

___ superior sense of humor
___displays perseverance, endurance, 

___ sensitive to moral and ethical

         dedication and determination



issues

___self confident




___ displays empathy

___displays a drive to achieve


___ can see things from another 

___sets high standards for work



person’s perspective

___accepts constructive criticism
Additional Comments:
 CLINTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

CLINTON, CONNECTICUT

Enrichment Program Description

Lewin G. Joel Elementary School (Grades K-3)
The elementary school model of the Enrichment Program will provide challenging educational opportunities for students identified as intellectually gifted as well as those students nominated by classroom teachers who do not qualify as gifted.

The Gifted Resource Teacher will work collaboratively with classroom teachers to provide training in gifted education, to facilitate the nomination process, to provide materials for classroom teachers to enrich the curriculum and to assist with the development of independent student projects.  Gifted students and nominated students will be grouped in classrooms so that students will have the opportunity to collaborate with one another in cooperative learning groups.

A language arts and mathematics portfolio will follow a student through school showing samples of his/her academic growth.

Abraham Pierson School (Grades 4 and 5)
The Gifted Resource Teacher supports classroom teachers at the fourth and fifth grade levels.  Assistance with locating appropriate curriculum materials and providing staff training in current methods of gifted instruction are components of this support.  In addition, the resource teacher facilitates the identification process through solicitation of referrals, scoring of gifted rating scales, collection of individual or other standardized testing results and serving on the committee which determines gifted eligibility.  As part of the Resource Teacher’s responsibility, files are maintained and parents are notified of their child’s exceptionality as a gifted learner.

After school enrichment activities allow students to explore new talents, expand their interests and discover information that might be beyond the scope of the normal curriculum.  It allows students the opportunity to work closely with other identified gifted and talented students both individually and cooperatively on group tasks.

Jared Eliot Middle School (Grades 6-8)  The middle school component of the Enrichment program provides challenging educational opportunities for students identified as intellectually gifted.  Gifted students are “clustered” in classes to prevent isolation and to allow interaction with students of similar ability.

The Gifted Resource Teacher provides staff with strategies designed to increase the challenge level for all students.  The Differentiated Instruction teacher models strategies in the classroom and works with the staff to promote differentiated instruction.  Outside of the classroom, gifted and high ability learners are given the opportunity to participate in  individualized projects to pursue their particular interests.

After school enrichment activities allow students to explore new talents, expand their interests and discover information that might be beyond the scope of the normal curriculum.  It allows students the opportunity to work closely with other identified gifted and talented students both individually and cooperatively on group tasks.
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